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The showdown against Southern Miss would be a different experience than the previous two games. Williams entered Hemingway Stadium as the first African American on the home team's sideline, with "Dixie" playing and thousands of Rebel football fans waving the Stars and Bars.
Walking onto the field Williams would have seen very few African American students, as many of them, disillusioned with the Athletics Department, stopped attending events or in some cases had taken to cheering for black athletes on opposing teams.
2 Hemingway Stadium, with all of it's Confederate relics, represented a space for white Mississippians to embrace their "heritage" and exclude black fans from participating. Although Ole Miss defeated the Golden Eagles, perhaps more memorably, this game fell on the tenth anniversary of a different sort of contest that played out on the campus of the University of Mississippi. That long-remembered match pitted the 1 Dudley Marble, "REDEMPTION: Rebel Defense Assumes Unfamiliar Hero's Role," (Oxford, MS) , Daily Mississippian, September 25, 1972 . The title of the student newspaper changed throughout this time. For the sake of consistency, I referred to it as the Daily Mississippian.
2 Burnice Morris, "School Spirit: Rebs Headed for Another Disaster?," (Oxford, MS), Daily Mississippian, October 14, 1971. federal government against the residents of what Mississippi faculty member James Silver called the "Closed Society." 3 The final score on that occasion remains very much in doubt.
The university had seen several important changes since the school's forced integration on September 30, 1962 . From the viewpoint of the first African American student James
Meredith, enrolled on campus that year, integration had progressed slowly: by the start of the 1970s, the African American population still numbered only about 200 students, less than three percent of the total campus population of 6,500. Worse than this, most black students believed that they lived "largely in isolation from the whites." 4 The lines of Jim Crow had merely been redrawn. In a letter published in the 1971-72 yearbook, one student wrote, "At any rate, what we have at Ole Miss is co-existence, not integration. It's funny, but that word seems awfully antiquated." 5 Isolation of black students from the white majority of students created two separate worlds at the University of Mississippi, white and black campuses that, although not segregated by law, they were far from a cohesive student body. Changing racists' hearts and minds could not hope to begin so long as white and black students steered around each other in deliberate non-interaction. After the elimination of segregation de jure, why did segregation persist de facto at the University of Mississippi?
This study focuses on the student newspapers at the University of Mississippi, both the long-published Daily Mississippian and the short-lived Spectator, a grassroots paper printed by the Black Student Union in the fall of 1971 and spring of 1972. These papers show not only the minutia of day to day campus life, but by looking at both papers the division of white and black 3 James Silver, Mississippi: The Closed Society, New Enlarged Edition. (New York; 1966), 3-4. 4 Article reprinted from the Washington Post. Philip Carter, "Mississippi, 1971 : The End of the Exodus," (Oxford, MS), Daily Mississippian, October 12, 1971. students in social settings is clear and defined, laying the groundwork for how informal segregation played out on campus. Students admitted that "rarely [will one] see blacks and whites walking and talking together, except inside class." Although students interacted in their classes, black and white students did little to "promote friendship" between their groups. 6 Daily, individuals made the choice to construct parallel campuses, determining the fate of integration.
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By examining the entire student body, the areas that white students claimed for themselves came into focus, these areas include but are not limited to Greek society, Hemingway Stadium, and student government. By probing the student produced newspapers the minutia of day to day life, along with clear and defined divisions between white and black students lays the groundwork for how informal segregation played out on campus.
As Charles Eagles points out, when examining the current state of civil rights historiography, " [h] istorians of the movement have also generally taken an asymmetrical approach to the campaign for equal rights," emphasizing the movement side while neglecting the responsibility of understanding the segregationists. 8 Numan V. Bartley's study places white "massive resistance" to desegregation in the context of the civil rights movement. Bartley argues these resisters were ultimately willing to accept token racial equality rather than negatively affect their economic standing. 9 Bartley's work, published in 1969, marks an outlier in the historiography as most scholars chose to focus their studies more on the oppressed than the 6 Ibid. In trying to chronicle as many events as possible biographical pieces like Garrow's leave out the importance of their subjects and any influence they exhibit on the civil rights movement up to their death. The work of John Egerton takes a step back to reexamine the early years of the movement. 12 Egerton puts race at the forefront of Southern politics as he lays out a new direction for scholarship arguing that researching the precivil rights movement will lead to greater comprehension of the era. In trying to understand why the movement was successful in certain cities and not others, J. Mills Thornton argues in Dividing Lines, the conflict between different classes within the white community prevented compromises which would have weakened local civil rights groups. 13 Civil rights historiography's debate whether race or class is the primary driver of segregationists' ideology limits the understanding of the era. As with the leaders of the civil rights movement, segregation, and the practice of racial exclusion in higher education." 23 Once African Americans were able to emerge as stars on the football field, research into the social interactions between white and black students on campus is something the current historiography has neglected.
Historians need to move beyond the moment of the color barrier breaking and focus on the early years of integration to understand how it progressed and whether it was successful. Alas, the student newspapers show that the process of desegregating Southern football became a way of side-stepping racial inclusion.
Much of the work done on the University of Mississippi by historians focused on the fight for integration, and the conflict between a group opposed to desegregation (composed of white supremacists from around the South and Mississippi students) and James Meredith. This 25 Russell H. Barrett, Integration at Ole Miss, (Chicago, IL: Quadrangle Books, 1965), 246, 190. vernacular. 26 In tracing relationships between the university and African Americans, Eagles demonstrates the how sports became one of the few avenues for individuals to navigate the school's strict segregationist policies.
In the spring of 1896, James E. Ivy, son of a former slave, began at the university selling peanuts and candy to students. The university commonly employed black workers, often giving them jobs that were out of sight, such as cooks, dishwashers, or janitorial duties. Having a stand inside the Lyceum, a central location on campus, placed Ivy not only in the vision of students, but also in direct contact with them, which differentiated him from most black employees of the school.
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Before working at the University, James Ivy suffered an injury that permanently blinded him; this disability earned him the nickname "Blind" Jim from most Ole Miss students. Ivy's connection with the university's Athletic Department goes back to a baseball game against the University of Texas, the Rebels were trailing, when Ivy's cheers of "Come on Miss'ippi" fell over the crowd, inspiring the team to victory. Whether there was any truth to that tale, the students Using the framework of sports integration at the university these two men initiated an impact on student life that that simultaneously helped tear down segregated spaces while at the same time white students re-intensified efforts to secure social spaces for whites-only. 
CHAPTER 2: INTEGRATION OR COEXISTENCE?
The fall 1971 semester started off in full gear, as such, the start of the new football season became a central aspect of campus life. As the symbol of Ole Miss athletics, the confederate battle flag had raised some concern the previous year as group of black students set fire to the rebel flag in a symbol of protest. This pressed the school into action, to "differentiate" themselves from the stars and bars the administration decided to add the letters UM to the flag.
This not only solidified "Lost Cause" symbolism, as the flag would still remain as the symbol of the university, but also allowed the university to claim that steps had been taken to separate from start of a new student publication at the school, this time written and most significantly edited by members of the black student body.
After some delay, the Black Student Union launched the Spectator in December 1971.
With the first of what would be only three issues, the December issue featured no local advertising, a necessary source of revenue for other university papers. In some ways the two papers wrote on similar topics. A review of the Black Student Union production of "Contribution" or an article on student's opinion of "hot pants" would have been common place in the Daily Mississippian. In the BSU paper a cartoon entitled, "Leroy," which features roommates one black and one white as they talk in their room, the first two frames show the white roommate complain about studying and professors before, finally, in the third frame considering to jumping out of the window, all the while his black roommate quietly sat at his desk studying. Leaving the forth frame for the African American student to answer his roommate with the 5 th Dimension lyric "one less bell to answer." 43 The Spectator allowed African American journalist students a real opportunity to write and edit a newspaper. Although the Daily had multiple black student contributors, including the editor of the Spectator, Burnice
Morris, up to the publication date of the BSU paper none had made editor of the Daily Mississippian. When the team producing the paper went up before the university's publication committee, they asked the students if their new paper would be "sophisticated." In response the first issue's editorial ended by asking its audience their opinions on whether the paper is "sophisticated." Ole Miss students did not write all articles published in the Daily Mississippian, instead the paper published syndicated articles from the United Press International. UPI writeups did not always represent the specific ideas of the student body, although articles they chose to publish did speak for themselves. In mid-January, an article from the St. Louis UPI discussed a federal court ruling, "calling 'Dixie" a 'typical American song'." Having "ruled unanimously that the song is not offensive to blacks." 47 The printing of this article shows the dedication that the white majority has for the song. In response to an earlier letter to the editor, self-described "just another honky", Jack Lee, wanted to "educate" a Mr. Joseph on the origins of "Dixie." "Mr. The end of the 1972 spring semester marked the end of the Spectator, although it seemed that at this time not even the staff knew this. In the third and final issue the BSU publication businesses purchased advertisements throughout the paper. The paper called out the law school on the front cover, claiming racial bias against African American students to be the cause the of high fail out rate among black law students, the administration took no formal action after American students needed a social outlet they would do well to stay away from the Greek system as it was of the "genre of nonsensical rubbish made exclusively for the trash heap."
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The most pronounced topic that expressed the intransient views of the school administration was the school censoring of the student magazine IMAGES. The issue that was "impounded" became a matter of the courts, when the federal circuit court declared this to be a violation of the First Amendment, the school continued to deny the release of the material.
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Fears of the "closed society" continued to loom over the University as the "taboo" topic that was consider too offensive for publication was a "story by a black student author about the relationship of a black man and a white woman. believed that progress was happening, albeit slowly, at the school. Black student enrollment was on the rise, although "a lack of positive information about Ole Miss and difficulties in obtaining financial aids" still hindered efforts. Issues regarding the university's troubled past likely caused many black students to shy away from applying, which, in Reynold's belief, was the way some would prefer. 71 The election of Colonel Reb and Miss Ole Miss wrapped up the fall semester as it always had, what made this election stand out was tight competition for the office of Colonel Reb. Two student athletes ran a competitive campaign for the position, quarterback Norris Weese, and basketball player Coolidge Ball. The Daily was quick to point out the significance of this competition, reminding its readers that "race is a difficult subject on which to write. It arouses emotions which have been just below the surface for the past 11 years." By reminding his readers six times that race and racism would, but should not have been, a factor in the election, tensions that divided students on this campus remained as the author put it "just below the surface." 72 Ball ultimately lost his campaign for Colonel Reb, ending his chance be the first black student elected to that position.
The year progressed, as did the effort to show racial inclusion at Mississippi. As Black History Week neared, the Office of Admissions co-sponsored a conference held by the Black Student Union, with the purpose of recruiting the 90 or so black students to the school. The effort taken represented not only "the first of its kind in the state," but also the "first in the nation." 73 Only a few days after this article the College Board sent their plan for compliance on federal desegregation guidelines to the Department of Health, Education and Welfare. Once again trying to set the state at the forefront College Board President Thomas Turner believed that the new plan was going to be "the best plan in the United States." This was the second attempt at a plan, as the HEW rejected earlier strategies. After that initial rejection Turner declared, "there is no such thing as segregation anymore." 74 The Department of Health, Education and Welfare's move to reassess the success of desegregation showed how far the university still had to go to achieve integration.
Black History Week saw an influx of articles that both promoted the progress that had taken place in terms of race relations, as well as offered criticism and opinions on how to proceed from the current state. When given a platform to speak openly on any criticism they 72 Bill McCarthy, "Politics as Conflict: Genuine Ole Miss Campaign…," (Oxford, MS), Daily Mississippian, December 3, 1973. 73 Tom Redmond, "UM Sponsors Conference in Effort to Recruit Blacks," (Oxford, MS), Daily Mississippian, February 6, 1974. 74 "New College Desegregation Plan Sent to HEW," (Oxford, MS), Daily Mississippian, February 11, 1974. have towards the university, many black students expressed their concerns with Confederate relics, the song "Dixie" and the Confederate flag, still prominently displayed on campus. On the topic of "Dixie" Mary Adams, a senior, stated, "most whites are astonished that blacks get offended by a song written by a black man, but one black man is not necessarily the spokesman for all blacks." 75 Jeanette Jennings, the first full-time black instructor hired at the school, told stories of white students who still believed in segregation, "and thought that blacks had ruined white schools by entering them." February 19, 1974. 76 Doris Williams, "Good Morning, Teacher," (Oxford, MS), Daily Mississippian, February 19, 1974. 77 Harold Reynolds, "Ball, Williams & Company," (Oxford, MS), Daily Mississippian, February 19, 1974. African Americans on the campus of Mississippi, the paper relegated the experience of black students (who were not athletes) to few articles scattered throughout the school year.
An emphasis on black student athletes was more pronounced in the fall of 1974. Ben
Williams continued to receive national recognition for his on-field performances as he won the UPI Southeast Defensive Player of the Week award. 78 The publicity continued with an interview in the Daily. Other than a comment on a friend being the first to call him "Gentle Ben" during high school, readers learned of Williams personally or his experience. 79 As the season progressed journalists from the Daily Mississippian interviewed other black football players.
Freshman tight end Curtis Weathers and junior tailback James Reed were both given glowing pieces highlighting their skills and on-field successes.
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In an article about possible discrimination on campus, the reporter claimed, "there is no major racial or sexual discrimination at Ole Miss," from interviews held by HEW. This article neglected to define "major" as the rest of the piece contradicted the statement made early. Eric
Brown, a black graduate student, described the Greek system as "geared toward keeping the undesirables out." This had rippling effects, as student body Presidents and their cabinets came mostly from the Greek system, leaving non-Greeks, which include all black students, until the previously mentioned black fraternity, few avenues for positions into the student government.
Students in the article believed the racial situation at the school was, "blacks and whites remain 
CHAPTER 3: CONCLUSION
By allowing the leader of the KKK a forum to speak on campus and not stating in the paper that his views did not reflect those of the Daily or the university, the author showed a lack of willingness to empathize with minority students, especially African Americans. James "Blind
Jim" Ivy and the sexual race politics that surrounded his existence on campus were never far from the minds of the University administration, as the events of the publication of the spring 1973 IMAGES magazine show. Integration was far from inclusion, Greek societies excluded black men at the school, forcing the formation of a black fraternity on campus. This exclusion extended beyond social clubs, even though the student newspaper Daily Mississippian did employ some African American journalist students, many felt that it was still impossible to obtain the position of editor. In response the Black Student Union financed the Spectator, a paper written and edited by black journalist majors. The paper's abrupt abandonment calls for further study on African American journalism in Southern Universities. The first half the 1970s did see some progress at the university, Robert "Gentle Ben" Williams became not only the first African American football player for the Rebels but also was the first black student elected Colonel Reb, the highest elected honor that the student body can bestow on one of its members.
Not until 2012, four years after the election of Barack Obama, did Ole Miss elect its first African American student body president, Kimbrely Dandridge. 93 Although students like Williams were in some ways able to transcend the social divisions at the university, by summer of 1976 when 93 Valerie Strauss, "First black female Ole Miss student body president reacts to newest racial incident at university," The Washington Post, February 25, 2014, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answersheet/wp/2014/02/25/first-black-female-ole-miss-student-body-president-reacts-to-newest-racial-incident-atuniversity/?utm_term=.411a6a7adabd (accessed December 12, 2017) the NFL drafted Williams the University of Mississippi was very much still composed of two separate student bodies occupying one campus.
Why did Southerners, particularly white Southerners, continue redraw the lines of segregation on their campuses, excluding African Americans from many social engagements?
Why do these same Southerners cling tightly to their Confederate past, even after some acknowledge the problems this can cause? Is this a way to continue to perceive the South as a separate identity apart from the rest of the nation? Where does the rise of conservatism fit into this this discussion? Was the Women's Liberation Movement, which was growing in popularity at this time, an ally of the African American student's fight for social equality? If not, why would they want to distance their movement from the latter? Were there physical spaces of segregation on campus: "no go" spots?
These questions will have to be subjects of future research. Individually they represent shortcomings in this paper, while collectively they offer a roadmap for future historical work.
To solve these questions, it will be important to expand the source material beyond the student newspapers. Looking at area church records could expose how Republican politicians took root in a formally Democrat state. In trying to identify how and where segregation reestablished itself on campus it will be necessary to examine university club records, including membership and activities, as well as looking at entertainment events such as concerts and movie attendance.
Performance, in the ways people interact with each other, can show a great deal about its participants.
Shifting focus towards informal challenges to desegregation would benefit the historiography of the civil rights movement. This thesis helps to show the value a new paradigm offers by moving the conversation into the 1970s and on to college campuses. The addition of sports as a possible tool in helping create these informal lines segregation adds a new dimension to the historiography of sports as well. Integrating sports does not end with the playing field.
The fervent defense of "lost cause" relics, including the Stars and Bars and Dixie, aided in keeping the stands almost an entirely white only space even after Williams joined the team. By examining the de facto segregation that took place on the University of Mississippi's campus in the first half of the 1970s, we are one step further towards this goal.
